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PAUL'S DISTRESS, | 
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AUL began.—“ Miſs, it is 5 
« ſaid you are to depart in 
ce three days. Are you not afraid 

c of expoſing yourſelf to the dan- Js 
ee gers of the ſea?—of that ſa 
cc which you have ever dreaded!ꝰ 

« 1 muſt ( replied Mary ) obey; .. Hy "We 
« my parents, and do what is my Is ED 
Vol. II. B « duty.” 
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duty.“ cc You are, then, (fad | 


Paul,) to quit us for a relation 


at a diſtance, whom you have 
never ſeen!” - « Alas! (ſaid 


Mary) I could wiſh to remain 


here the whole of my life: but 
my mother is not willing: 
and my confeſſor hath told me, 


that it is the will of heaven 


I ſhould go; and that this life 
is a ſtate of probation—Oh, 
tis a probation too ſevere!” 


« What! (replied Paul,) have 
ſo many reaſons decided you, 
and not one to balance on the 
other hand! Ah! you are ſilent 
on that head! Riches have 


« great attractions! You will 


ſoon find, in a new world, ſome 
5 one 
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« one on whom you will beſtow 
ee the name of brother, and you 
ec will remember me no more! 
« You will chooſe that brother, 
« from amongſt perſons worthy 
« of you by a birth and fortune, 
« which I have not to offer. But wo 
e to be more happy, whither N 1 
ee will you go? In what country | 
ec will you land, which can be 
e dearer to you than this, in 
« which you were born? Where bs 
cc will you form a ſociety more 
c amiable than that which love 
« you? How will you live with- 
ce out the careſſes of your mother, 
c to which you are ſo accuſtom- 
« ed? What will become of her, 
already in years, when ſhe ſhall 
c behold you no more at her ſide, 
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PAUL AND MARY. 
at her table, in the houſe, and 
in the walks where ſhe leaned 


upon you? What will become 


of mine, who loves you as 
well as your own? What ſhall 


I fay to both, when I ſhall ſee 


them weeping at your abſence? 


Cruel girl! I ſpeak not fo 


much on my own account: 
but what will become of me, 
when the morning arrives in 
which I ſhall ſee you amongſt 
us no more, and night ſhall 
approach without uniting us 


again; when I ſhall behold het 


two trees, planted at our birth, 
and long witneſſes of our mu- 
tual * friendſhip? Ah! ſince 


vou are ſo taken with novelty, 


and 89 in queſt of fortune in 
2 other 


ace climes than your natal, 
and other riches than thoſe 
earned by my labour, let me 


accompany you in the ſame 


ſhip. I will cheer you in 
thoſe ſtorms which even ter- 
rify you ſo much upon land: 
I will repoſe your head on my 


| boſom; and when your heart 
chills with fear, I will warm 


it with mine: and in France, 


whither you go to ſeek for- 


tune and grandeur, I will ſerve 


you as your ſlave. Happy in 


your happineſs alone, in thoſe 


elegant manſions, where 1 


ſhall ſee you ſerved and adored, 
I ſhall be ſtill rich and noble 
enou gh to make the * 

3 3 of 
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- « of ſacrifices in . at your 
« feet.” 


His grief Kopt lk voice; and 
we immediately heard Mary utter 
theſe words, interrupted with 


fighs——< *Tis for you that I go 
« —for you, whom J have ſeen 
each day bowed down with la- 
« bour to ſupport two infirm 
families. If I have embraced 


the opportunity of becoming 


ec rich, it is that I may return 
« you a thouſand fold for what 


0 


* 


c 


A 


cc 


« you have done for us. Is it 
ce a fortune worthy thy friendſhip? 
cc 


Why do you ſpeak to me of 
« your birth? Ah! if it, were 
ce poſſible to beſtow on me a 


4 brother, could I chooſe any 
« other 
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other than - thee? O Paul! O 
Paul! thou art much dearer to 


me than a brother! What hath 


the reſolution of quitting thee 


coſt me! I wiſh you could 
aſſiſt me in ſeparating me from 
myſelf, 'till heaven ſhall bleſs 
our union. Now I ſtay, I go, 


1 live, TI die. Do with me as 


you will—a girl without reſolu- 


tion I have been able to reſiſt 


your careſſes, but I cannot ſuf- 


tain your affliction!” 


At theſe words Paul caught 


her in his arms, and cloſely em- 
bracing her, cried out, in a tre- 
mendous voice, © I part with her! 


«c 


nothing ſhall tear her from me.” 


We all ran towards him. Ma- 


B 4 dam 


bling, My ſon! my ſon!— 


* 
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dam de la Tour ſaid to him, 
« My ſon, if you quit us, what 
« will become of us?“ 


He repeated theſe words trem- 


« You my mother! (ſaid he;) 
« you, who ſeparate the brother 


cc from the ſiſter! We have both 
e ſuckled at your breaſt; we 


te have both been dandled on 
« your knees; we have been 
« taught by you to love one 
« another; we have declared our- 
&* ſelves to each other a thouſand 
« times; and now you ſend her 
« far from me! You are ſending 


* her into Europe, into that bar- 
* barous country which hath re- 


** fuſed you an aſylum, and to 
8 cruel 


at © * F . Wo * * 1 3 
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te cruel relations, by whom you 
« yourſelf have been abandoned! 
« You, perhaps, will ſay to me— =» 
« You have no longer any right - A 
„ over her, ſhe is not your ſiſter. ' © 
« che is every thing to me; my 
« riches, my family, my birth, my 
e whole fortune. I know no other. 
We have been brought up under 
cc one roof, in one cradle; and 
« we will lie in one tomb. If ſhe 
« departs, I muſt go with her. 
« Will the governor prevent me? 
« Will he prevent me from 
« throwing myſelf into the ſea? 
„ will ſwim and follow her. 
The ſea cannot be more dread- 
0 ful to me than land. Not being 
able to live with her here, at 
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10 PAUL AND MARY. 


« from you. Barbarous mother! 
« woman without pity! May that 
C Ocean to which you expoſe her, 
never reſtore her to you again! 
« May thoſe waves, which bring 


ec back my body, and rolling it 


with her's amongſt the flint 
* ſtones of. theſe ſhores, give you, 
boy the loſs of your two chil- 
ceternal cauſe to be- 


« moan!” 


At theſe words I ſeized him in 
my arms; for deſpair had deprived 
him of reaſon. His eyes glarcd; 
the ſweat rolled in large drops 
down his inflamed countenance ; 
his knees trembled; and I felt his 


heart palpitate in his breaſt, 


with 


- 
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with quick, but unequal, rever- 
berations. 


cc 


0 


A 


0 


A 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
1 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Mary, terrified, ſaid to him, 
Oh, my friend! I call all thoſe 
pleaſures of our earlier years, 
your diſtreſſes and mine, to be 
witneſſes of my perfidy, if I 
remain any where without living 
for you alone; or if I depart 
without returning to be only 
your's. I take you for wit- 
neſſes, you, who have brought 
me up from my infancy, you, 
who diſpoſe of my life; I ſwear 
by that heaven which hears me, 
and by that ſea IJ am to croſs, 
by that air which I breathe, and 
which I have never polluted 
with a le, that Mary wiſhes 

| « and 
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* 


« and reſolves to live for no other 


_« than Paul.” 


Like as the ſun melts and pre- 
cipitates from the top of the 
Apennines - a huge rock of -ice, 
ſo fell the impetuous rage of this 


young. man at the voice of the ob- 


ject beloved. His head, which 


before was raiſed towards the ſkies, | 


gently inclined, and a torrent of 
tears flowed down his cheeks. 
His mother, mingling her's with 
her ſon's,” held him in her arms 


without being able to ſpeak. Ma- 


dam de la Tour, quite diſtreſſed, 
cried out, „I cannot bear it: 
« my heart is torn.—This un- 


happy voyage ſhall not take 


« place.— 


U 
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er place. We have none of us 
« ſlept for more than a week.“ 


I faid.to Paul, My friend, 

« your ſiſter will not go. To- 
«@ morrow we will mention it to 
c governor. _ - Suffer your 
« family to reſt, and come and 
« paſs this night with me. It is 
« late; it is e 


He ſuffered himſelf to be led 
without ſpeaking a word, and, 
after a very agitated night, aroſe, 


at break of day, and returned to his 
dwelling. 


But wherefore ſhould I con- 
tinue to recite any longer a hiſ- 
tory ſo afflicting? There is only 
> - 
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one agreeable ſide to be diſcovered 
in human life. Like the globe 
on which we turn, our rapid re- 
volution is but a day, and only 


part of that day can receive the 


light, the other is conſigned to 
darkneſs. "Fn 


533 
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CHAP. XV. 


MARY'S DEPARTURE. 


HE old man would here have 
concluded, had I not in- 
treated him to continue his rela- 
tion, which he had begun in ſo 
affecting a manner. „ Father, 
« (ſaid I,) I pray you proceed. 
« The images of happineſs are 
& pleaſing, but thoſe of misfor- 
— « tune 
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@ ' : 
« tune are inſtructive. What 
ze became of the unfortunate 
« Paul?“ - | | 
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The firſt object which Paul ſaw 
on his return to his habitation, 
was Mary, the negro woman, who, 
having climbed upon a rock, was 
looking attentively towards the 
high ſea. He cried out, as ſoon 
as he perceived her, Where is 
« Mary?” Mary turned her 
head towards her young maſter, 
and began to weep. Paul, ſtruck 
with horror, returned on his 
ſteps, and ran towards the port. 
He there learnt that Mary had 
embarked at break of day, that 
the ſhip had ſet fail immediately, 
and ſhe was ſeen no more. He 
5 returned 


5 | 5 In 
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returned to the cottage, in which 
he walked to and fro, without 
| Cy his _ 


He again went out, and climbed 
to the top of a rocky mountain, 
whoſe ſummit reached the clouds. 
From this elevation he perceived 
the ſhip which had carried away 
Mary. He ſaw it about four 


leagues off as a black ſpot in the 


midſt of the ocean. He remained 
part of the day wholly taken up in 
obſerving it. At length it diſap- 
peared. He then ſat himſelf down, 
wrapt in deep melancholy; and it 
was there that Ifound him, his head 


inclined againſt the rock, and his 


eyes fixed on the ſea. I had walk- 
ed after him from day break; and 
Vor. II. 
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18 PAUL AND MARY. 


it was with much difficulty that 
I could perſuade him to deſcend, 
and return to his family. I brought 
him back to the cottage; and his 


firſt motion, at the ſight of Ma- 
dam de la Tour, was a complaint 


that ſhe had deceived him. Ma- 
dam de la Tour told us, that, 
about three in the morning, the 


wind ariſing, the ſhip was prepa- 


ring to ſail; the governor, followed 
by his ſervants, and the miſſionary, 


came to ſeek Mary, and, notwith- 


ſtanding her reaſoning and in- 
treaty, her tears, as well as thoſe 
of Margaret, every body crying 
it was for the advantage of us all, 
they carried her away half dying. 
« At leaſt, (replied Paul,) if I had 
“ been permitted to bid her adieu, 

« I ſhould 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


a 


cc 


cc 
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I fhould have been caſy for the 
preſent. I would have ſaid to 
her, Mary, if, during the time 
we have lived together, any 
word, which hath efcaped me, 
has given you offence, ſay that 
you forgive me, before you quit 


me for ever. I would have ſaid 


to her, ſince I am never more 
deſtined to ſee you again, adieu, 
my dear Mary! adieu! May 
you live far from me, contented 
and happy!” And when he ſaw 


his mother and Madam de la 
Tour weeping, © Seek now (ſaid 


cc 


cc 


he) ſome one elſe to dry up your 
tears!” Then he left them with 


a groan, and wandered raund the 
dwelling. He viſited every place 


which Mary took delight in. He 


C4 faid 
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ſaid to the goats and kids, who 
followed him bleating, „What 
« do you want? you will never 
% more ſee her with me, from 
e whoſe hand you have often fed.“ 
He then repaired to the place 
called the Repoſe of Mary. At 
the ſight of the birds, which 
hovered round him, he cried out, 
« Poor birds! your good nurſe is 
« gone for ever.” And when he 
ſaw Fidelia, the dog, come ſmell- 
ing towards him; * Oh, Fidelia! 
„ you will find her no more!” 
At laſt he ſeated himſelf where he 
had talked with her the night be- 
fore, and caſting his eyes towards 
the ſea, in which he had ſeen 
the ſhip diſappear, he wept bit- 
terly. 


However, 
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1 


1 
However, we followed at a diſ- 
tance, fearing ſome ſad conſequence 
from the agitation of his mind. His 
mother and Madam de la Tour 
intreated him, in the tendereſt 
terms, not to increaſe their grief 


by his deſpair. At length ſhe 


ſoothed his uneaſineſs by calling 
him by the tendereſt names, which 
ſeemed likely to awaken his future 
hopes. She called him her fon, 
her dear ſon, her ſon-in-law; he 
to whom ſhe had deſtined her 
daughter. She engaged him, once 
more, to enter the cottage, and 
take ſome refreſhment. He ſeated 
himſelf at table with us, near the 
place where the companion of his 
infancy-uſually fat; and, as if ſhe 
{till ſat there, he ſpake to her, and 

C7 oftered 
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offered her thoſe things on the 
table which he knew ſhe was fond 
of; but when he perceived her 
not, his tears began to flow. On 
the following days, he collected 
together every thing ſhe had par- 
ticularly uſed ; the laſt noſegay ſhe 
had worn, the cocoa cup ſhe always 
drank out of; and, as if theſe re- 
mains of his friend had been the 
moſt precious things in the world, 
he kiſſed them, and put them in 
his boſom. The amber ſpreads 
not ſo ſweet a perfume as the ob- 
jects touched by the the object we 
love. At laſt, when he ſaw his 
uneaſineſs increaſed that of his 
mother and Madam de la Tour, 
and that the wants of the family 
required his continual labour, he 
began 
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began, with the aſſiſtance of Do- 
mingo, to repair the garden. 


Soon after this young man, be- 


coming indifferent for every thing 
which paſſed in the world, intreat- 
ed me to inſtruct him in reading 
and writing, that he might hold 
a correſpondence with Mary. He 
alſo wiſhed afterwards to be taug ht 
geography, that he might form an 
idea of the country whither ſhe 
was gone; and likewiſe hiſtory, 


that he might inform himſelf of 


the manners of the people amongſt 
whom ſhe reſided. | 


Thus, he perfected himſelf in 
agriculture, and in the art of lay- 
ing out moſt agreeably the moſt 
84 uncultivated 
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uncultivated ſpot, by the ſentiment 
of love. Undoubtedly, *tis to the 
enjoyment this ardent'and reſtleſs 
paſſion propoſes itſelf, that men 
owe the major part of the arts and 
ſciences; and from its diſappoint- 
ments philoſophy ſprang, which 
teaches us to conſole ourſelves in | 
every trouble. 


Thus nature having made love 
the bond of every being,. rendered 
it the primum mobile of our ſo- 
cieties, and the inſtigator of our 
knowledge and pleaſure, 


Paul found no amuſement in the 
ſtudy of geography, which, inſtead 
of pointing out the nature of every 
country, only preſents us with 

political 
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political diviſions. Hiſtory, and, 
above all, modern hiſtory, attracted 
his notice ſtill leſs. In that he 
only ſaw general and periodical 
misfortunes, of which he per- 
ceived not the cauſes; wars with- 
out reaſon or object, obſcure in- 
trigues, nations without character, 
and princes without humanity. 


- To this kind of reading he pre- 
ferred that of romances, which 
containing more of the ſentiments 
and intereſts of men, ſometimes 
preſented him with like ſituations 
to his own. Alſo no book afford- 
ed him more pleaſure than Tele- 
machus, by 1ts deſcriptions of ru- 
ral lite, and the natural paſſions-of 
the human heart. He read to his 

£3 mother 
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mother and Madam de la Tour, 
the places which moſt affected 


him: then, moved by affecting 
recollection, his voice failed him, 
and the tears flowed from his 
eyes. c 


He thought he diſcovered Mary 
in the dignity and wiſdom of An- 
tiope, with the misfortunes and 
tenderneſs of Eucharis. He was 
quite confounded by the reading 


of the faſhionable novels, full of 


licentious maxims and manners: 
but when he knew they contained 


a true deſcription of the ſocieties 


of Europe, he feared, not without 
apparent reaſon, that Mary was 
corrupted, and that ſhe had forgot- 


ten him. 
CHAP. 
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PAUL AND MARY: 


* 


„„ AT 


NEWS OF MARY. 


EAR two years nad elapſed 

Y without Madam de la Tour 
receiving any tidings from her aunt 
or her daughter; only ſne had 
learnt from a ſtranger, that ſhe ar- 
rived ſafe in France. At laſt ſhe 
received, by a ſhip, which was 
going to the Indies, a packet, and 
a letter 


moſt verbatim 


2% » PAUL AND MARV. 


a letter written in. Mary's own 
hand writing. Notwithſtanding 
the circumſpection of her amiable 
daughter, ſhe imagined ſhe was 
very unhappy. This letter ſo well 


portrayed her ſituation and cha- 


racter, that I have retained it al- 


Mary's Letter. 


i\ 


& Very dear und much loved Mother. 


© I have already written you 
ce ſeveral letters in my own hand; 
ce butas I have received no anſwer, 


«I have reaſon to fear they miſ- 
carried. 


| ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


our ſeparation; I, who ſcarcely 
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carried, I have better hopes of 
this, by the precautions I have 
taken to ſend you news con- 
cerning me, and alſo to receive 
yours. | 


7 


ce J have ſhed many tears ſince 


ever wept but at the diſtreſſes of 
another. My aunt was very 
much ſurprized at my arrival; 
when, having queſtioned me 
concerning my talents, I told 
her I was incapable both of 
reading and writing. 


ce She aſked me what I had 
learnt ſince I had been in the 
world; and when I anſwered, 
the care of the family, and to do 


y | your 


3 
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F cc your will, ſhe told me I had re- 
8 cc ceived the education of a ſer- 
! ee yant. She next day put me to 
h « board in a great nunnery near 
1 | c Paris, where I have maſters of 
1 & every kind. They teach me, 
—_ | ce amongſt other things, hiſtory, 
_« geography, grammar, mathe- 
© matics, and riding: but I have 
te ſo little inclination for theſe 
ce ſciences, that I make very little 
if te improvement. I perceive my- 
| © ſelf to be that poor ignorant 
i c creature they look upon me to be. 
5 A « However, the goodneſs of my 
'\| tc aunt does not abate. She gives 
: « me new gowns every ſeaſon; . 
'n q 3 ce and ſhe has given me two maids 
I © to wait upon me, who are dreſſed 
« like fine ladies. She hath made 


I * mc 


cc 


cc 


« quit the name of De la Tour, 


ec 


ce ſelf, notwithſtanding the troubles 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 


cc 


Il 


| PAUL AND MARY, 3r 


me take upon me the title of 
Counteſs; and hath made me 


which is as dear to me as your- 


my father underwent in marry- 
ing you. She hath made me 
lay aſide your marriage name, 
and aſſume that of your family, 


which is alſo. dear to me, be- 


cauſe it was your maiden name. 
Finding myſelf in ſo brilliant a 
ſituation, I have intreated her 
to ſend you ſome relief. How 
ſhall I tell you her anſwer! But 
you ever deſired me to tell you 
the truth. She replied, that a 
little would be of no ſervice to 
you; and a great deal would 
embarraſs you in the fimple 

« life 
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cc 


cc 


(8c 


cc 


.cc 


c« 


cc 
cc 
cc 
0 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


fo 


life you lead. I ſought, at firſt; 
to ſend you tidings by another 
hand, as I myſelf was incapable 


of writing; but, upon my arri- 
val, finding no perſon in whom 


I could place any confidence, 
I applied myſelf night and day 
to learn to read and write. God 
ſo bleſſed me, that I attained it 
in a little time. I have truſted 
ſeveral ladies, who are about 


me, with the ſending of my 


letters; but have reaſon to be- 
lieve they have only been ſent 
to my aunt. This time I have 
had recourſe to a boarder, who 
is very friendly to me; and *tis 
under her addreſs that you muſt 
write to me. I have added her 


name for that purpoſe. My 


« aunt 
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aunt hath forbidden all correſ- 
pondence abroad, which, ac- 
cording to her notions, would 
be an obſtacle to the great views 
ſhe has concerning me. There 
is no perſon but her can even ſee 
me at the grate. 


« J live in the moſt ſplendid 
ſtile of fortune, and yet am not 
miſtreſs of a penny! It is ſaid, 
if I had money, it might be 
hurtful to me. My very clothes 
belong to my women, who diſ- 
pute about them before I have 
left them off. In the. boſom of 


riches IJ am poorer than when I 
was with you; for I have no- 


thing to beſtow, When I per- 
ceived the great endowments be- 
Vox. II. D « ſtowed 
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cc- 


« 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ſtowed upon me, afforded not 


the leaſt opportunity of doing 


good, I had recourſe to my 
needle, which happily you taught 
me to make uſe of. 


I have ſent ſeveral pairs of 


my ſtockings for you and my 
mother Margaret, a cap for Do- 
mingo, and one of my red hand- 


* kerchiefs for Mary. I add to 


this packet fome pippins and 
walnuts, fruits from my table, 


with various kinds of ſeeds of 


trees, which I have collected 


from the park of the nunnery. 


I have alſo added ſome violet 
ſeed, margaret, ſcabious, and Va- 
rious other ſeeds, which I have 


collected in the fields. Here 


6. Are 


ec 
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are, in the meadows, much finer 
flowers than what our iſland 


produces; but nobody regards 
them. I am ſure you and Mar- 
garet will be much better pleaſed 


with this bag of ſeed, than that 


of the piaſtres, which was the 
cauſe of our ſeparation, and my 
tears. | 0 

« Tt will be a great pleaſure to 
me, to hear you have fruit trees 
growing under the bananas, and 
mingling their leaves with the 
cocoa trees. You will then 
imagine yourſelf in Normandy, 
your beloved country. 


« You have enjoined me to in- 


form you of my pleaſures and 


D 2 « my 


| S 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


my ſorrows. Pleaſure I have 
none while abſent from you; 
and my ſorrows I ſoften in think- 
ing I am in that ſituation which 
you placed me by the will of 


heaven. But the greateſt diſ- 


treſs I feel 18, that nobody here 
ſpeaks of you, and that I cannot 
talk of .you to any perſon. My 
women, or rather thoſe of my 
aunt, for they are more her's 


than mine, ſay to me, when 1 


endeavour to turn the conver- 
ſation upon objects ſo dear to 
me,—Mails, remember you are a 
French lady, and ſhould forget 
the country of ſavages.—Ah! 
I could ſooner forget myſelf 
than forget the place of my na- 
tivity, and the place where you 


« reſide! 
. 
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« reſide! *Tis this which is a ſa- 
vage country to me, for I live 
« alone in it, having no perſon to 
« whom I can impart the love 
« which I ſhall bear for you to the 
<< grave. 
Very dear and 
« much loved mother, 
« your obedient and 
« affectionate daughter, 
« Mary de la Tour.” 


A 


« Trecommend to your goodneſs 
« Domingo and Mary, who took 
« ſo much care of me in my in- 
« fancy. Stroke Fidelia for me, 
« who found me in the wood.” 


A 


Paul was aſtoniſhed at Mary's 
ſaying nothing of him; ſhe; who 
23 had 
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had not forgotten even the dog 
of the houſe; but he knew not 
that, however long a woman's let- 
ter is, ſhe always puts her deareſt 
thoughts at the bottom. 


In a poſtſcript, Mary had parti- 
cularly recommended to Paul two 
kinds of ſeed, the violets and ſca- 
biouſes. She gave him ſome in- 
ſtructions concerning their nature, 
and the ſoil beſt adapted for them. 
The violet, ſhe informed him, 
would produce a little flower of a 
deep blue; that it grew beſt under 
the ſhelter of a hedge; but, though 
concealed, its charming perfume 
ſoon diſcovered it. She enjoined 
him to ſew it upon the border of 
the ſpring, under her cocoa tree. 
| | . 
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The ſcabious, ſhe ſaid, would pro- 
duce a pretty flower, of a faded 
blue colour, and, and at the bot- 


tom, mingled with black and 


white. One would imagine it was 
in mourning; and it is for this rea- 
ſon called the widow flower. She 
begged him to ſow it upon the 


rock where ſhe had diſcourſed with 
him the night before her depar- 


ture, and to call the ſpot, for her 


ſake, The Farewell Rock. She 
had encloſed theſe ſeeds in a little 
purſe, the texture of which Was 
very ſimple, but which, to Paul, 
was invaluable, when he perceived 
the letters P and M interwoven 


with the well known hair of Mary. 


* The 
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The letter of this ſenſible and 
amiable girl drew tears from the 
the whole family. Her mother 
anſwered her in the name of all, 
to ſtay or return as ſhe pleaſed; 
aſſuring her, they had loſt their 


chief happineſs ſince her depar- 


ture; that, as for herſelf, ſhe was 
inconſolable. 


Paul wrote her a very long let- 
ter; and aſſured her he would ren- 
der the garden worthy of her, and 
mingle the ſeeds of Europe and 
Africa in it, as ſhe had interwoven 
the letters of their names in her 
work. He ſent her, in return, 
the fruit of her cocoa tree; and in- 
treated her to return as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, to the ardent wiſhes of her 


family, 
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family, and his in particular, ſince 
he could not enjoy any PRI 
without her. | 


Paul ſowed, with the greateſt 
care, the European ſeeds, particu- 
larly the violets and ſcabiouſes, the 
flowers of which ſeemed to bear 
ſome analogy with the character 

and ſituation of Mary, who had fo 
particularly recommended them to 
to him: but, whether they had 
loſt their virtue in the paſlage, 
or that the climate of Africa was 
unfavourable to them, a very few 
came to perfection. 


In the meanwhile, envy, which 
repines at the happineſs of men, 
particularly in the French colo- 

nies, 
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nies, ſpread reports in the iſland, 
which cauſed much uneaſineſs to 
Paul. 


The people of the ſhip, who had 
brought the letter from Mary, af- 
firmed, that ſhe was upon the point 
of being married; and they even 
named the nobleman who was to 


eſpouſe her. Some went ſo far as 


to declare 1t was already conclud- 
ed, and that they were witneſſes of 
it. At firſt, Paul deſpiſed the 
news brought by a trading veſſel, 
who frequently ſpread falſe reports 
at the places they happen to touch 
at; but, when ſeveral inhabitants, 
by a treacherous deception, ſeem- 
ed fincerely to pity him on this ac- 
count, he began to give credit to 
| the 
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the rumour. Beſides, as in ſome 
of the novels he had read, he ob- 
ſerved the treachery and infidelity 
of a miſtreſs treated with pleaſant- 
ry ; and, as he ſuppoſed theſe books 
contained a true and faithful pic- 
ture of the manners of Europe, 
he began to fear that the daughter 
of Madam de la Tour had been 
corrupted by theſe means, and had 
forgotten her. former engagements. 
What added to his uneaſineſs was, 
that ſeveral European ſhips had 
arrived at the iſland in the courſe 
of a year, without bringing any 


tidings of Mary. 


— 


This unhappy young man, a 
prey to that anxiety which corro- 
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ded his heart, frequently viſited 

me, to confirm or diſſipate his 
uneaſineſs, by my experience of 
the world. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. AVE 


THE HERMIT'S DWELLING. 


I DWELL, ſaid the old man, as 
before obſerved, about a league 
and an half hence, upon the bor- 
ders of a ſmall river, which flows 
by the ſide of the long mountain. 
*Tis there I live retired, without 
a wife, without children, and with- 
out ſlaves. | | 
Next 
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Next to the rare happineſs of 
finding a partner every way ſuitable 
to vs, the ſtate leaſt chequered with 
misfortune is a fingle life. Every 
man, who has met with diſguſt in 
the world, ſeeks ſolitude. It is very 
remarkable, that all unfortunate 
people have, by their manners, opi- 
nions, and government, produced 
numerous claſſes of citizens, entire- 
ly devoted to ſolitude or celibacy. 
Such were the Egyptians in their 
decline, the Greeks; and ſuch; in 


our days, the Indians, the Chineſe, 


the modern Greeks, the Italians, 
and the major part of the oriental 
and meridional people of Europe. 
Solitude, in part, leads man back 
to natural happineſs, in withdraw- 
ing him from evil ſociety. In the 

midſt 
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ſo many prepoſſeſſions, the ſoul is 
in a continual agitation; it revolves 
inceſſantly within itfelf, a thouſand 
turbulent and contradictory opi- 
nions, by which the members of an 
ambitious and miſerable ſociety 
endeavour to ſubjugate each other: 


but in ſolitude, it diveſts itſelf of 


theſe ſtrange deluſions which 
trouble it. It derives {imple ſen- 
timents from itſelf, from nature, 
and from nature's God. Thus the 
muddy waters of a torrent, which 
ravages the plains, happening to 
flow into a ſmall baſon, remote 
from their current, become diveſted 
of their thickneſs, reſume their 
former limpidity, and again tranſ- 
parent reflect, with their own 

2 banks 


„ ME 
midſt of our ſocieties, divided by 


* 
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banks, the verdure of the. earth, 
and the brightneſs of heaven. So- 
litude eſtabliſhes, the harmonies of 
the body, as well as thoſe of the 
ſoul. It is among ſolitaries that 
men are found to exceed the uſual 
career of life. Such are the Bra- 


mins of India. In a word, I be- 


lieve it ſo neceſſary to happineſs 
in the world itſelf, that, to me, it 
appears impoſſible to enjoy a du- 
rable pleaſure, from any ſentiment 
whatever, or to regulate our con- 
duct upon any fixt principle, with- 
out forming to ourſelves an interior 
ſolitude, where our own opinion 
rarely iſſues, and where that of 
another never enters. I do not ſay 
that it is always neceſſary for man 


to live abſolutely alone; he is 
| bound 
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bound to the-whole human race by 
his wants; his labours are due to 
men; and he is the property of 
nature in general. But as the Su- 
preme hath given each of us per- 
fect organs, ſuited to the elements 
of the globe on which we live, our 
feet ſuited to the ground, our lungs 
for the air, our eyes for the light, 
ſo he hath reſerved for himſelf, who 
is the author of life, the heart, our 
principal organ. 


I paſs my days remote from 
men, from men whom J have en- 
deavoured to ſerve, and who have 
perſecuted me. After having 
ranged through a great part of Eu- 


rope, and ſome of the provinces of 


America and Africa, I have fixed 
Vor. II. E my 
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my abode in this iſland, allured 
by the mildneſs of its climate, and 
the ſolitude it affords. A cottage, 
which I built in the foreſt, at the 
foot of a tree, a ſmall field, culti- 
_ vated with my own hands, and a 
river, which flows before my door, 
are ſufficient for all my wants, 
and even my pleaſures. I add to 
theſe enjoyments that of ſome good 
books, which inſtruct me in the 
ways of goodneſs. Theſe make 
even the world, which I have quit- 
ted, ſubſervient to my happineſs, 
by preſenting me with pictures 

of thoſe paſſions which render its 
Inhabitants ſo miſerable; and by 
the compariſon I draw between 
their lot and mine, I enjoy a kind 
of negative havpineſs. Like a 
man 


% 
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man ſaved from ſhipwreck upon 
a rock, I contemplate, from my 
ſolitude, the ſtorms which rage 
in the reſt of the world, and my 
tranquillity redoubles by the diſ- 
tant ſound of the tempeſt. Since 
men are no longer in my way, nor 
I no longer in their's, my hatred 
againſt them ſubſides, and pity 
for their failings kindles in my 
heart. If chance ſhould throw an 
unfortunate in my way, I endea- 
your to relieve him by my coun- 
ſels; like a paſſenger who, walk- 
ing on the brink of a torrent, 
ſtretches out his hand to a wretch 
that is drowning. But as yet I 
have only found innocence atten- 
tive to my voice. Nature calls in 
vain to the reſt of mankind; each 
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| hath formed an image of her which 
he clothes with his paſſions. He 

- purſues through the whole of his 
life, a vain phantom, which leads 

7 | him aſtray, and afterwards mur- 

; murs againſt heaven, for the error 

of his own forming. 


Amongſt a great number of un- 
| fortunate beings, whom I have ſome- 
| | times endeavoured to bring back 
E to nature, I have not found one 
who was intoxicated with his own 
miſeries. They, at firſt, hear me 
with attention, in hopes that I 
ſhall aſſiſt them in acquiring glory 
or fortune; but when they find that 
my aim is to teach them to do 
without them, they look upon 
me as miſerable in not running 
* -" aſter 
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after their falſe happineſs; they 
blame my ſolitary life; pretend 


that they alone are uſeful to men, 


and endeavour to draw me into 
their error; but as yet I have been 
proof againſt their ſolicitations. 
I calmly glide down the river of 
time, towards the ocean of futu- 
rity, ſubmiſſively looking up to 
the Author of my being, and 


hoping to experience a better lot | 


in a better world. 


Thus (ſaid the old man) I lived 
retired and alone, ſeldom inter- 
rupted by viſitors, except Paul, 
his mother, and Madam de la 
Tour, who came to ſoothe their 
griefs, by diſcourſing with me con- 
cerning my experience of the world. 
E 3 I comforted 
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I comforted them with the return 
of their daughter, accompliſhed 
in all the acquirements which are 
ſo much | eſteemed in Europe: 
but, alas! what I foretold, though 
with a foreboding heart, and what 
they ſo ardently wiſhed for, never 
was realized. Here the venerable 
ſage ſeemed overcome with the 
emotions of his heart; he endea- 
voured to ſuppreſs the big tear, 
already ſtarting in his eye; but the 
remembrance of paſt woes accu- 
mulating in his ſoul, forced it, 
though unwilling, down his fur- 
rowed cheek. Excuſe (ſaid he) 
the weakneſs of an old man, who, 
while he bemoans his own loſt en- 
Joyments, keenly feels for the ſor- 
rows of another. He then re- 

| mained 
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mained with his eye fixed on hea- 
ven awhile, and, as ſoon as grief 


would permit, thus continued his 
tale. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


MARY'S RETURN. 


NE morning, at break of day, 

(it was the 24th of Decem- 
ber, 1752,) Paul ariſing, perceived 
a a flag flying on the mountain de la 
decouverte. This was a ſignal 
that a ſhip was ſeen at a diſtance 
at ſea. Paul immediately ran to 
the port, to learn if it brought 

= Oy 


PAUL AND MARY. 57 


any tidings of Mary. He remain- 


ed there till the return of the pilot, 
who had embarked to reconnoitre 
it according to cuſtom. He re- 
turned in the evening, and brought 
word to the governor, that the ſhip 
was called the Saint Gerand, com- 
manded by a Captain Aubin; that 
1t. was four leagues diſtant; that it 
would reach the port the next day 
in the afternoon, if the wind proved 
favourable. Alas! the event has 
too cruelly proved the contrary! 
The pilot carried to the governor 
the letters the ſhip brought from 
France. There was one for Ma- 
dam de la Tour, in Mary's own 


hand writing. Paul immediately 


ſeized it, kiſſed it with tranſport, 
and putting it in his boſom, ran to 
the 


* * 
id * 
_ q * 24] * 74> 
I 6c 


1 2 a 4 
” 4 1 8 2 ww . 
—— * N * 5 
& 8 0 * Pe 
1 ates 4 4 * b 
. n ” — 
* * * PE 
Y 222 0 8 * * 1 i * 5 - - ” 
** : . 1 1a ba . 
2 - - a * : * "I" Wop * a> by 
. . - a , 8 _— , * Ya KO”, 23 A 
* 5 * : \ — " OI o 2 - 4 5 0 
2 3 7 1 - * 23 — PR K C ” " 4. 4 = 0 * * 1 5 1 4 F * od — * 6 **. * 4 = = * - 
* A" 4 82 1 ts A - l —— — PE oj. * — 3 _ — N e — ASE . ot - *,. 5 0 " f — 1 * 
—_ \ — * n - p _ 4 d * 0 5 _ Lead 
mm q - p - \ —— 1 one . . " ** o 4 
— * 2 AT 0 Z p \ —— . 
* 3 — 3 ed * atk Y « 
hd 7 o 
7 * r - W 5 p \ 
— * 2 


58 PAUL AND MARY. 


the .cottage. He perceived the 
whole family at a diſtance, impa- 
tiently waiting his return, on the 
Farewell Rock. He held the 


letter in the air, without being able 
to ſpeak. Immediately they all 


crowded round Madam de la 
Tour to hear it read. Mary in- 
formed her mother, that ſhe had 
experienced much ill treatment 
from her aunt, who wanted to 


marry her againſt her inclination; 


afterwards had diſinherited her; 


and ſent her away at a time when 
it was impoſſible to arrive at the 


Iſle of France but in the ſtormy 
ſeaſon: that ſhe had in vain en- 
deavoured to ſoften her, by repre- 
ſenting what ſhe owed to her mo- 


ther, and the tenderneſs of her 


age; 
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Age; but ſhe called her an inſen- 


ſible girl, whoſe head had been 
turned by romances. Mary ad- 
ded, that now ſhe was only ſenſible 
of the happineſs of again behold- 
ing her dear family; that ſhe would 
have ſatisfied this. ardent defire 
that very day, if the captain would 
have permitted her to embark in 
the pilot's ſloop, but he oppoſed 
her departure, on account of the 
diftance from land, and a great 
riſe of the ſea, notwithſtanding 
the calmneſs of the winds. 


Scarcely was this letter read, 
than the whole family, tranſported 
with joy, exclaimed, “ Mary is 
« arrived!” Then they embraced 
each other. Madam de la Tour 

ſaid 
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ſaid to Paul, „My ſon, go and 
« inform our neighbour of the 
« arrival of Mary.” Immediate- 
ly Domingo lighted a flambeau, 


and Paul and he walked to my 


dwelling. 

It might be about ten at night. 
TI had juſt extinguiſhed my lamp, 
and retired to reſt, when I per- 
ceived through the chinks of my 
cottage, a light in the wood. Soon 
after I heard the voice of Paul, 
calling me. I aroſe, and, hardly 
was I dreſſed, when, quite tranſ- 
ported, he ſprang on my neck, 
ſaying, Come, come: Mary is 
« arrived. Come to the port; the 
« ſhip will come to an anchor in 


We 
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We immediately ſet out. As 
we were croſſing the wood of the 
long mountain, and were already 
in the path which leads from the 
Pamplemouſes to the port,. we 

heard ſome one walking behind us. 
Twas a black, who was poſting 
on in a great hurry. As ſoon as 
he came up to us, I aſked him 
 Whence he came, and whither he 
was going? ©« I come from that 
« part of the iſland called the gold 
« coaſt, and am ſent to the port, 
to inform the governor, that a 
« ſhip from France, is at anchor 
« under the Amber Iſle, that it 
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« the ſea is very rough.”* The man 1 
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I then ſaid to Paul, Let us go 
« towards the gold coaſt, to meet 
« Mary; it is only three leagues 
« hence.“ We then bent our 
- courſe towards the north part of 
the iſle. It was ſultry hot. The 
moon had riſen, and three large 
black circles ſurrounded her: a 
dreadful gloom enveloped the hea- 
vens; and frequent flaſhes of light- 
ning were ſeen to iſſue, in long 
electric ſtreams, from the thick 
gloomy clouds, which collected 
over the middle of the iſland, and 
came from the ſea with incredible 
ſwiftneſs, although the leaſt breath 
of air was not perceived on the 
land. As we advanced, we thought 
we heard the thunder rolling at a 
di ſtance; but, upon liſtning more 

5 attentively, 
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attentively, we perceived it to be 
the report of ſome guns, re-echo- 
ing through the air. The diſtant 
report of guns, joined to the aſ- 
pect of a ſtormy ſky, made me 
utter a groan. I had not the leaſt 
doubt, but that it was the ſignal 
of a ihip in diſtreſs. In about 
half an hour we heard no more; 
and this ſilence appeared more 
dreadful than the mournful noiſe 
which preceded 1t. 


We haſtened forward, without 


ſpeaking a word, or daring to com- 
municate our uneaſineſs to each 
other. About midnight we ar- 
rived, quite in a perſpiration, at 
the ſea ſhore, near the ſpot called 
the gold coaſt. The waves broke 
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againſt the ſhore with a dreadful 
noiſe. They covered the rocks 
and beach with whitened foam, 
mingled with ſparks of fire. Not- 
withſtanding the darkneſs, we diſ- 
cerned, by theſe phoſphoric lights, 
the canoes of the fiſhermen drwan 
upon the ſhore. 


At ſome diſtance we ſaw, at 
the entrance of the wood, a fire, 
round which ſeveral inhabitants 
were aſſembled. We reſted there, 
waiting for the morning. Whilſt 
we were ſitting by this fire, one of 
the inhabitants related, that, in 
the afternoon, he had ſeen a ſhip 
at fea, bearing towards the iſland 
by a ſtrong current; that night 
coming on, prevented him ſeeing 
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it farther; that, about two hours 
after ſunſet, he had heard her firing 
guns, as if in diſtreſs; but, as a 
high ſea was going, no boats 
could put out to their relief: ſoon 
after he perceived her lighted 
lamps, which made him fear that, 
being come ſo near the ſhore, ſhe 
had paſſed, by miſtake, between 


the main land and the Ifle of Am- 


ber, taking that for the Coin de 
Mire, near which the ſhips paſs 
which arrive at Port Louis; that if 
it was ſo, (which he could not af- 
firm,) the ſhip was in the greateſt 
danger. Another inhabitant ſaid, 
that he had ſeveral times croſſed 
the channel which ſeparates the 
Iſland of Amber from the main 


land; that he had "oP ſound- 
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ed, and always found the ancho. 
rage very good; that the ſhip was 
as ſafe as in the beſt harbour in the 
world. I would ſtake my all in 
her, added he, and I ſhould fleep 
as calmly in her as on land. Ano- 
ther inhabitant ſaid, it was im- 
poſſible that ſo large a ſhip could 
enter this channel, where the ſmall- 
eſt ſloops navigated themſelves 
with difficulty. He affirmed, he 
ſaw her anchor on the other ſide of 
the Iſle of Amber; ſo that if the 
wind ſhould ariſe in the morning, 
ſhe could gain the port with ſafety. 
Several others gave their opinions, 
Which, while they diſcovered 
their ignorance in maritime af- 
fairs, Paul and I kept ſilence. 
We remagned there till the dawn 

* of 
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of day; but ſo gloomy was the alr, 
that no object could de diſcovered 
on the | 


About ſeven in the morning, 
we heard the ſound of drums in 
the wood. *Twas the governor, 
M. de la Bourdonaye, who arrived 
with a detachment of armed ſol- 
diers, accompanied by a great 
number of the inhabitants and 
blacks. He drew up his men 


upon the ſhore, and ordered them 


all to fire at once. Scarcely was 
the diſcharge made, than we per= 
ceived a flaſh, immediately follow- 
ed by the report of a large gun. 
We judged the ſhip to be at a 
ſmall diſtance from us; and we 
ran to that part where we had 

F 2 ſeen 
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ſeen the ſignal. We perceived, 
through the miſt, the body of a 
large ſhip, and could juſt diſtin- 
guiſh her yards. We were ſo near, 
that we could hear the maſter's 
whiſtle, notwithſtanding the noiſe 
of the waves; alſo the voices of 
the ſailors, who cried out three 
times, Vive le Roi: for that is the 
cry of the French in the greateſt 


danger, as well as in their greateſt 


rejoicing; as if in danger they 
called upon their king for aſſiſt- 
ance, or that they wiſhed to ſhew 
their zeal even in periſhing for 
him. 


From the time in which the St. 
Gerand perceived we were within 
hearing, ſhe ceaſed not firing guns 

every 
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every three minutes. M. de la 
Bourdonaye cauſed great fires to be 
lighted at ſeveral diſtances upon 
the ſhore, and ſent to all the neigh- 
bouring inhabitants to procure 
proviſions, planks, cables, and 
empty veſſels. Soon a great crowd 
was ſeen, coming from all parts, 
with proviſions of every kind. 


One of the molt ancient of the 
inhabitants approaching the gover- 
nor, ſaid to him, “ Sir, the whole 
« of the night dead hollow ſounds 


« have been heard in the moun- 


« tains. In the woods the leaves 
« of the trees ſhook without a 
« breath of air; the ſea fowl fled 
for refuge to the ſhore. Cer- 
ce tainly all theſe ſigns foretell 
* an approaching hurricane.” 

F 43 cc Well, 
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« Well, my. friends, replied the 
% governor,) we are prepared for 
te it, and undoubtedly the ſhip is 
« alſo.” 


CHAP. 


PAUL AND MARY. 


CHAP, . x 


THE STORM, 


= effect, every thing preſaged 
1 an approaching ſtorm. The 
clouds, which appeared in the ze- 
nith, were, in the centre, of a 
frightful black, and their edges 
tinged with a brazen hue. The 
air reſounded with the cries of 
marine birds, which, notwith- 
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ſtanding the obſcurity of the at- 
= moſphere, came from every point 
of the horizon, to ſcek for ſhelter 
in the iſland. 
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"Towards the ninth hour of the 
morning, dreadful ſounds were 
heard from the ſea ſhore, as if 
torrents of water, mingled with 
| thunder, had rolled from the moun- 
WL. tiain's top. Every perſon alarmed, 
ti cried out, — There is a ſtorm! 
and in that very inſtant a frightfyl 
whirlwind diſſipated the fog which 
1 overſpread the Iſle of Amber and 
| i] IP its channel, 


, 
i bs |. 


The St. Gerand was plainly 
| ſeen; her decks covered with men, 
if ner yards and top-gallants laid an 
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the deck, four cables on her prow, 
and one on her ſtern. She was an- 
chored between the Iſle of Amber 
and the main land. She had 
been carried, by a ſudden ſwell, 
where no ſhip had paſſed before. 
Her head was turned towards the 


waves, which came from the high 


ſea; every ſurge, which entered the 
channel, entirely raiſed her prow 
above the water, ſo that her keel 
was plainly ſeen; but, by this 
motion, her ſtern, juſt plunged, 
diſappeared. In this poſition, in 
which the ſea had thrown her, it 
was impoſſible to afford her any 
aſſiſtance. | 


Every wave, which rolled to- 


wards the ſhore roaring, advanced 


even 
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even to the remoteſt creeks, and 
ſwept the gravel more than fifty 
yards into the land; then retiring, 
| diſcovered a major part of the 
river's bed, whoſe flinty peebles 
it rolled along with a hoarſe and 
frightful ſound. The ſea, ſwollen 
by the winds, continually increaſ- 
ed; and the whole channel, be- 
between this Iſle and the Ifle of 
Amber, was one vaſt ſheet of 
whitened foam, hollowed here and 
there with huge muddy waves. 
The foam within the bays was 
more than ſix feet deep; and the 
wind, which ſwept along its ſur- 
face, carried it above the declivity 
of the ſhore into the land at leaſt 
half a league. By its white and 
innumerable flakes, which were 

driven 
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driven horizontally to the moun- 
tain's foot, it might be ſaid, that 
ſnow had iſſued from the ſea. 
The horizon diſcovered all the 
ſigns of a long continued ſtorm; 
the ſea appeared confounded with 
the ſky. Clouds, of dreadful form, 
were inceſſantly driven forth, which 
_ traverſed the zenith with incredible 
ſwiftnefs, whilſt others appeared 
immoveable, like mighty rocks. 
Not the leaſt ſpot of the azure fir- 
manent could be perceived; an 
olive dingy glimmer ſcarcely en- 
lightened the objects of heaven, ; 
earth, and ſea. 


By the heaving of the ſhip, 
what was dreaded came to paſs. 
The cables at her prow were bro- 
ken; 


: 


a -_ 


= * 
a g 1 wy 2 
— 2 7 - 1 
* — . — 
"7 
* 


2s E 8 
1 en 


* — 


76 PAUL AND MARV. 


ken; and, as ſhe was now only 
held by a ſingle anchor, ſhe was 
daſhed againſt the rocks at about 
half a cable's length from ſhore. 
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A general cry of diſtreſs was 
now heard among us. Paul was 
about to caſt himſelf into the ſea, 
when I ſeized him by the arm. 
„ My ſon, (ſaid I,) would you pe- 
„ riſh?'“ Let me go to her re- 
« lef (ſaid he,) or let me die!” 
As deſpair had deprived him of 
reaſon, to prevent his being loſt, 
Domingo and I faſtened a cord 
round his waiſt, and each of us 
held an end. Paul then advanced 
towards the ſhip, ſometimes walk- 
ing, ſometimes ſwimming, and en- 
tertaining hopes of boarding her: 
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for the ſea, by its irregular mo- 
tions, left the ſhip almoſt dry, ſo 
that one might have walked round 
her; then quickly after returning, 
with redoubled fury, overwhelmed 
her with mighty waves, which car- 
ried away her head, and caſt the 
unhappy Paul, with his legs bleed- 
ing, and his breaſt bruiſed, far 
upon the ſhore. Scarcely had this 
miſerable young man recovered 
his ſenſes, when he aroſe, and re- 
turned, with renewed ardour, to- 
wards the ſhip, which the ſea 
made gape with horrid chinks. 
The whole crew then deſpairing of 
their ſafety, threw themſelves in- 
ſtantly into the ſea by crowds, 
ſwimming upon tables, caſks, 
yards, hencoops, and planks. 


Then 
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Then appeared an obj ect deſerving 


of eternal pity; a young woman, 
on the quarter deck, ſtretching out 
her hands towards him, who ſtrove, 
with extraordinary efforts, to join 
her.— Twas Mary She had diſ- 
covered her lover by his intrepi- 
dity. The fight of this amiable 
perſon, expoſed to ſo dreadful a 
danger, filled us with deſpair and 
grief. But Mary nobly, with a 
calm and ſerene countenance, 
waved her hand, as if to bid us an 
eternal adieu. All the ſailors had 


caſt themſelves into the ſea except 


one, who remained upon the deck: 
he was quite naked, and of amazing 
ſtrength. He approached Mary 
with the greateſt reſpect. We ſaw 
him caſt himſelf at her feet, and 
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earneſtly endeavour to ſtrip her of 
her clothes; but ſhe, with dignity, 
puſhed him from her, turning her 
head aſide. Immediately repeat- 
ed cries from the ſpectators were 
heard, „Save her, ſave her: do 
„ not quit her.” But at that in- 
ſtant the ſea, like a huge roaring 
mountain, advanced towards the 
ſhip, which it menaced with its 
black ſides, and foaming top. At 
this dreadful ſight the ſailor ſprang. 
alone into the ſea; and Mary, per- 
ceiving inevitable death, placed 
one hand on her clothes, and the 
other on her heart; then raiſing up 
her eyes ſerene, appeared like an 
angel about to take her flight to 
heaven! | 
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O diſmal day!—Alas! all was 
ſwallowed up. The ſurge, advan- 
cing, ſwept a great number of the 
ſpectators, who were aſſembled out 
of humanity to aſſiſt, far into the 


land; alſo the ſailor who remained 


the laſt on board. This poor man, 
eſcaped from an-almoſt inevitable 
death, kneeling upon the ſand, ex- 
claimed, O God! thou haſt ſaved 
« my life; but I would freely have 


« given it for that young lady, 
« who would not undreſs her- 


4 felf.'* 


Domingo and I drew, quite 
ſenſeleſs, from the waves, the 
wretched Paul, the blood guſhing 
from his mouth and ears. The 
governor ordered him under the 

; Care 


care of the ſurgeons; and we 
ſought along the ſhore to find the 
body of Mary: but the wind having 
ſuddenly changed, as it frequently 
does in hurricanes, we had the 
mortification to think ſhe would 
be deprived of funeral rights. We 
retired from this place, filled with 
conſternation. Every mind was 
affected by a ſingle loſs, in a ſhip- 
wreck where ſo great a number 
had periſhed; the major part of us 
doubting, by the mournful end of 
ſo virtuous a girl, whether any 
Providence exiſted; for there are 
ſuch terrible evils, and ſo little me- 
rited, that the hope even of the wiſe 
is often ſhaken. 
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In the meanwhile Paul, whoſe 
ſenſes were returning, was placed 


in a houſe near at hand, till he 


was capable of being carried home. 
As for Domingo and I, we return- 
ed to prepare the mother of Mary, 
and her friend, for this melancholy 
event. When we were entering 
the valley of the river Lataniers, 
ſome blacks told us, that the fea 
threw a great part of the wreck 
into the oppoſite bay, We went 
down thither; and one of the, firſt 
objects ve perceived uponthe ſhore, 
was the body of Mary. She was 
half covered with ſand, in the atti- 


tude in which we ſaw her periſh. 


Her 1eatures were not ſenſibly al- 
tered: her eyes were cloſed, but 
ſerenity ſtill was on her brow; 

only 
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only the pale violets of death were 
mingled, on her cheeks, with the 
roſes of modeſty. =o 


One of her hands was upon her 
clothes; the other, which was 
placed upon her heart, was firmly 
clinched, and ſtiff. With much 
difficulty I diſengaged from it a 
little caſe: but what was my ſur- 
prize, when beheld the miniature 

of Paul, which ſhe had promiſed 
never to part with whilſt ſhe lived! 


At this laſt mark of conſtancy 
and love in this unfortunate girl, 
I wept bitterly. As for Domin- 
go, he beat his breaſt, and pierced 
the air with his mournful cries. 
We carried the body into a fiſher- 
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man's s hut, and ares it to 


the care of ſome Malabar women 


to waſh. 


Whilſt they were employed -in 
this ſad office, we, with trembling 
ſteps, went up to the cottage. We 


found Madam de la Tour and 


Margaret at prayers, waiting for 
news from the ſhip. As ſoon as 
Madam de la Tour perceived me, 
ſhe exclaimed, © Where is my 
« daughter? my dear daughter? 
« my child?” My ſilence and 


my tears left her no room to doubt 
of the diſaſter. She was ſeized 


with ſtrong convulſions; her voice 
only -uttered fighs and ſobs. As 
for Margaret, ſhe cried out, 


ei Where is my ſon? I do not 


« ſee. 
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« fee my ſon!” and ſhe fainted. 
We ran to her aſſiſtance, and having 
recovered her, I aſſured her that 
Paul was living, and that the go- 
vernor had ordered him to be ta- 
ken care of. Madam de la Tour 
fell into long ſwoonings, from 
time to time, and paſſed the whole 
night in the utmoſt anguiſh; which 
plainly convinced me, that no af- 
fliction could be equal to maternal 
diſtreſs. When ſhe recovered her 
ſenſes, ſhe turned her fixed and 
mournful looks towards heaven. 
In vain did her friend and I preſs 
her hands in ours, in vain did we 
call her by the tendereſt names; 
ſhe appeared inſenſible to theſe 


proofs of our former affection, and x 
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80 PAUL AND MARY, 
nought but hollow groans iſſued 
from her diſconſolate breaſt. 


In the morning, Pau | was 
brought in a palanquin. He had 


recovered the uſe of his reaſon, 


but could not utter a word. 


The interview with his mother 


and Madam de la Tour, which J 


had ſo much dreaded, produced a 


better effect than all the pains I 
had hitherto taken. A ray of con- 
ſolation appeared upon the counte- 


nances of the two unfortunate mo- 
thers. They both drew near him, 


ſeized him in their arms, kiſſed him, 


and their tears, which had hitherto 


been ſuſpended, abundantly flow- - 


ed. Paul mingled his with theirs. 


af 
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Nature, 
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Nature, thus being relieved in 
theſe three unfortunates, a long 
ſtupor ſucceeded the convulſive 
ſtate of their grief, and procured 


them a lethargic repoſe, truly re- 


ſembling that of death. 


M. de la Bourdonaye ſent ſecret- 5 


ly to inform me, that the body of 
Mary had been removed to the 
town by his order, and that thence 
it would be carried to the church 


of the Pamplemouſes. 
84 CHA P 
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THE FUNERAL, 


IMMEDIATELY went down 
to Port Louis, where I found 
| i the inhabitants, from every quarter, 
| aſſembled to aſſiſt at the funeral 

ceremonies, as if the whole iſland 

in her, had loſt all it held dear. 
- In the harbour the ſhips had their 
yards croſſed, their flags lowered, 


and, % by: 
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and minute guns continued firing. 
The whole military parade, which 
accompany ſuch ceremonies, at- 
tended. The grenadiers began the 

_ proceſſion with their muſkets 
pointing downwards. The drums, 
covered with black crape, ſtruck # 
the ears of the ſpectators with their 
mournful ſounds; and even ſol- 
diers, who had many times faced 
death without fear, now had ſor- 
row painted in their countenances. 
Eight young women, the 'moſt 
conſiderable in the iſland, clothed 
in white, and holding palms in 
their hands, carried the corpſe of 
their virtuous companion, covered 
with flowers. A choir of little chil- 
dren followed ſinging hymns: then 
followed the moſt diſtinguiſhed of 
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the iſland; and the governor cloſed 
the proceſſion, followed by crowds 
of every claſs. 


Such were the ſteps taken to ho- 
nour the virtue of Mary. When 
the corpſe reached the foot of this 
mountain, at the ſight of theſe very 
cottages, which ſhe long had made 
ſo happy, and which her death now 
filled with deſpair, the whole fune- 
ral pomp was deranged ; the hymns 
and chanting ceaſed; and nought 
was heard in the plain, but ſighs 
and groans. Troops of young 
maidens were ſeen running from 
the neighbouring cottages,, to 
touch the coffin of Mary, with 
handkerchiefs, chaplets, and crowns 
of flowers, invoking her as a ſaint. 
Mothers intreated heaven for a 


* 
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daughter like her, the youths for 


lovers ſo conſtant, the poor for ſo 
tender a friend, and for fo good a 
miſtreſs the ſlaves. 


When the corpſe reached. the 


place of interment, the black Wo- 


men of Madagaſcar, and the Caf 
frees of Moſambique, depoſited /- 
round it panniers of fruits, and 
ſuſpended pieces of cloth, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the country, 
on the neighbouring trees. The 
Indians of Bengal, and of the 
coaſt of Malabar, brought cages 
full of birds to ſet at liberty over 
her grave: ſo much does the loſs 
of an amiable object intereſt per- 
ſons of every nation; and fo great 
is the power of unfortunate virtue, 

that 
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Aiteck all ies round 
On They,were obliged to 
place guards round the grave, to 
keep off the daughters of the 
poor inhabitants, who would have 
thrown themſelves in, ſaying, 
That now no conſolation remained 
for them in this world, and they 
.»48fired nought but to die with 
her, who was their only beneſac- 
treſs. 


She was interred near the church 
of the Pamplemouſes, upon the 
f weſtern fide, cloſe by a tuft of bam- 
boos, where, when ſhe went to 
church with her mothers, ſhe uſed - 
to reſt, feated by him ſhe called 
her brother. 


After 
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Bourdonaye, attended by a great 
retinue, came hither. He offered 
Madam de la Tour, and her friend, 
all the aſſiſtance in his power. 
He expreſſed himſelf in few words, 
but with much indignation, againſt 

her unnatural aunt; and approach- 


ing Paul, he ſaid all he could to 


comfort him. * God is my witneſs 
« (ſaid he) that I wiſhed for no- 


« thing but your happineſs, and 


© that of your family. My friend, 
« I think it proper for you to go 
into France. I will procure 
« you employment. In your ab- 
« ſence I will take the ſame care 
© of your mother as of my own.” 
At the ſame time he offered him 
his hand; but Paul drew back his, 

1 and 


cc 


I 
Aſter the funeral, M. de la 
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and turned away his head, not to 
ſee him. 5 


As for me, I remained in the 
habitation of my unfortunate 
friends, to give them all the con- 
ſolation in my power. At the end 
of three weeks, Paul was able to 
walk; but his melancholy appear- 
ed to increaſe in proportion as his 
body recovered its ſtrength. He 
was inſenfible to every thing; his 
eyes were bedimed, and he gave 
no anſwers to the queſtions pro- 
poſed. Madam de la Tour, who 
was dying, often ſaid to him, 
« Whilſt I behold you, I think I 
« ſee Mary.” At the name of 
Mary, he ſtarted, and retired from 
her, notwithſtanding the intreaties 

of 


PAUL AND MARY. 95 


of his mother, who called him 


back to her friend. He withdrew 
into the garden, and ſeated himſelf 
at the foot of the cocoa tree of 
Mary, his eyes fixed upon the foun- 
tan. 


The ſurgeon which the governor 
had procured, and who hath taken 
the greateſt care of this unfortu- 
nate family, told us, that, to draw 
him from his gloomy melancholy, 
we ſhould ſuffer him to do what 
he pleaſed, without contradiction; 
and this was the only means to con- 
quer his obſtinate ſilence. 


J reſolved to follow his advice. 


As ſoon as Paul perceived his 
ſtrength returned, the firſt uſe he 
made 
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made of it, was to wander far frony 
his habitation. 


As I never loſt fight of him, 
1 determined to follow him; and 
I ordered Domingo to take pro- 
viſion, and accompany us. In 
proportion as this young man de- 
ſcended this mountain, his joy 
and ſtrength ſeemed to renew. 
He firſt took the road to the 
Pamplemouſes. In the bamboo 
walk he obſerved the ground had 
been lately removed. There he 
knelt down, and raifing his eyes 
towards heaven, made a long 
prayer. 


This action to me appeared to 
augur well for the return of his 
reaſon; 
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reaſon; ſince this mark of confi- 
dence in the Supreme Being, indi- 
cated that his ſoul was beginning 
to recover her natural functions. 
Domingo and TI, according to his 
example, alſo kneeled down, and 
prayed with him. 


Then he aroſe, and, without 
paying any attention to us, walked 
towards the north part of the 
iſland. As I knew he was igno- 
rant, not only of the place of 
Mary's interment, but alſo of 
her being taken out of the ſea, I 
aſked him why he had been in- 
voking heaven at the feet of theſe 
bamboos? He replied, © Becauſe 
« we have been here ſo often!” 
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CHAP. XXI. 


PAUL'S DESPAIR. 


E continued his walk to the 
entrance of the foreſt, when 


night overtook him. There I 


engaged him, by my example, to 
take ſome nouriſhment. After- 
wards we ſlept upon the graſs at 
the foot of a tree. The next day 


{ expected he would return. He 
On viewed 


PAUL, AND MARY. 99 


viewed, for ſome time, the church 


of the Pamplemouſes, in the plain, 
with its avenues of bamboo, as if 
he would return thither; but he 
ſuddenly darted into the foreſt, 
directing his courſe towards the 
north. I gueſſed his intention, 
and endeavoured, in vain, to pre- 
vent him. We reached, about 
the middle of the day, the part 
called, by the inhabitants, the gold 
coaſt, He precipitately deſcended 
to the ſea ſhore, exactly oppoſite 
the place where the St. Gerand 
was loſt. At the ſight of the Iſle 


of Amber, and its channel, then as, 


clear as a mirror, he exclaimed, 
« Mary, O my dear Mary!” and 
immediately he fainted. Domin- 


go and J carried him into the in- 
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terior part of the foreſt, and, 
with much difficulty, recovered 


him. 


When his ſenſes returned, he 
wiſhed again to viſit the fatal ſhore: 
but having intreated him not to 
renew his affliction and ours, by ſo 
cruel a recollection, he took another 
courſe. In fine, during eight days 
he viſited all the places he had fre- 
quented in his infancy: he tra- 


verſed the parts through which 


Mary had paſſed to the Black 
River, to procure the poor ſlave's 


forgiveneſs: every place renewed 


his diſtreſs: the river of the long 


mountain, my little cottage, the 


neighbouring caſcade, and the 
ſinging of the birds in ſpots in 
which 
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which Mary took delight, made his 
tears flow: even the echos, which 
ſo frequently returned the ſounds 


of joy, now repeated nought but 


theſe melancholy words, * O 
my dear Mary! 


Thus he led a rambling and me- 
lancholy way of living. His eyes 
became hollow, his complexion 
yellow, and his health daily de- 
clined. Perſuaded that the ſenſe 
of our evils redouble by the re- 
membrance of our former plea- 
ſures, and that the paſſions in- 
creaſe in ſolitude, I reſolved to 
draw the unfortunate youth from 


places which renewed the recol- 


lection of his loſs, and to lead him 
to a part of the iſland where plea- 
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ſure and amuſement were more 
prevalent. I therefore. conducted 
him to a part ſurrounded by 
mountains, where he could not be- 
hold the church of the Pample- 
mouſes, nor any of the former ob- 
jects of his recollection. I led 
him all weathers, night and day, 
through vineyards, fields of corn, 
and every place where nature 
ſmiled, to divert his mind, by fa- 
tiguing his body; and to give a 
'change to his reflections, by his 
ignorance of the place in which 
we were, and of the path we had 
loſt. But every expedient proving 
abortive, I reſolved to attack his 
paſſion itſelf. I ſaid to him, 
« Yonder are the mountains where 
4s Mary dwelt; and here 1s the 


* portrait 
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N portrait that you ga ve her, and 
« which, when dying, ſhe held to 
« her heart: that heart, which, 
« while alive, beat alone for you.“ 
I then gave him the miniature 
which he had given Mary. At 
ſight of this, a mournful pleaſure 
appeared in his countenance: he 
eagerly ſeized it with his feeble 
hands, and raiſed it to his mouth: 
his breaſt was convulſed, and the 
ſtarting tear ſtood in his eyes, with- 
out being able to flow. 


I faid to him, My ſon, hear 
« me, who am your friend, who 
« was alſo Mary's, and who, in 
ce the midſt of your hopes, often 
« endeavoured to fortify your 
« reaſon againſt the unforeſeen ac- 

„ cidents 
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« cidents of life. What do you 
« deplore ſo bitterly? Is it your 
« misfortune? Is it that of Mary? 
* Your misfortune is undoubtedly 
cc very great. You have loſt the 
« moſt amiable girl, who would 
« have made the worthieſt of 
« women. She had ſacrificed her 
« own intereſts to yours, and 
1 preferred you to fortune, as the 
« only recompence worthy her vir- 
« tue. But how do you know, if 
the object, from whom you e 
pected ſo pure a pleaſure, might 
« not have been a ſource of in- 

« finite affliction to you? She was 
. e without fortune, and diſinheri- 
te ted: you had not wherewith to 

e divide with her, but your labour. 

« She, rendered more delicate by 


« her 
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her education, and more coura- 
geous by danger, had ſhe ef- 
caped, would, perhaps, every 
day, have gradually ſunk be- 
neath the fatigue which ſhe 
might endeavour to ſhare with 
you. Had heaven beſtowed on 
you children, your difficulty 
would have been increaſed, to 


ſupport your aged parents, and 
a riſing family. 


« You will tell me, the gover- 
nor would have aſſiſted you. 
How do you know whether, in a 
colony, the governor of which 
is ſo often changed, you will 
often have a Bourdonaye? Whe- 
ther we might not have gover- 
nors without, manners, and with- 


our 
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cc 


out morals? Whether, in order 
to obtain a miſerable ſupport, 
your wite might not have been 


-obliged to pay her court to 


cc 


them? in which her weakneſs 
might have been overcome, and 
you have had cauſe to bemoan. 
Perhaps ſhe might have yielded, 
to prevent you being perſecuted 
by thoſe very perſons, from 
whom you hoped for ſupport and 
protection! | 


« ] ſhould have enjoyed (you 
will ſay) a happineſs indepen- 
dant of fortune, in protecting 
the object beloved; reſting eaſy, 
that our diſtreſſes lowed from 
our mutual inviolable love. 


— 
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« Undoubtedly 
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« Undoubtedly virtue and love 
often enjoy thoſe bitter plea- 
ſures. But ſhe is no more; and 
ſhe hath leſt behind her thoſe, 
whom, next to you, ſhe loved 
beyond any other object; her 


mother and yours, whom your 


inconſolable grief will hurry to 


the grave. 


Place your happineſs in aſſiſt- 


ing them, as ſhe did. My ſon, 


the path of duty is the happi- 
neſs of virtue; there is nothing 
ſafer or more noble on earth. 


Pleaſures, repoſe, delight, abun- 
dance, and glory, are not made 


for frail man, a traveller through 
life. 


« Obſerve 
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« Obſerve how one ſtep to- 
« wards fortune hath precipitated 
« us all from one abyſs to another. 
« You oppoſed it, it is true: but 
« who could have thought that the 
« voyage of Mary would have ter- 
«© minated any otherwiſe than for 
« your happineſs and hers? The 
« invitations of a rich and aged 
ce relation, the counſels of a wiſe 
te governor, the applauſe of a co- 
« lony, the exhortations and au- 
ce thority of a prieſt, have decided 
« the lot of Mary. Thus we run 
e headlong to deſtruction, deceived 
* by the prudence even of thoſe 
« who have the rule over us: It 
ce had been better, without doubt, 
« not to have given credit to 
ce them, nor have truſted to the 

© voice 
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voice and falſe hopes of a de- 
ceiving world. But had your 
moſt ſanguine wiſhes been grati- 
fied, ſtill your happineſs muſt 


have had an end. Of the number 


who enjoy all that life can afford, 


is there one who is not deſtined 


one day to loſe all he holds 
dear? — Grandeur, fortune, wife, 
children, friends! 


« The major part will have to 
Join to their loſs, the remem- 
brance of their own impru— 
dence. But you, in entering. 
into yourſelf, can find nothing 
worthy of blame. You have 


been faithful to love: you have 
had, in the flower of youth, the 
prudence of a ſage, in not ſtep- 

| cc ping 
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cc 


ping aſide from the ſentiments 
of nature. Your views alone 
were lawful, becauſe they were 
{imple and pure; and you had 


that right over Mary, which no 


fortune could out-balance. You 
loſt her; but neither by your 
1mprudence, nor avarice. Hea- 
ven, who hath employed the 
paſlions of another, to deprive 
you of the object you loved; 
that heaven, to whom you are in- 
debted for every thing, who ſees 
what is ſuitable for you, hath 
taken her away. 3 


4 


« You are enabled to ſay in 
your diſtreſs, I have not merited 


« jt, Is it then the misfortune of 


cc 


Mary, her end, or her preſent 
« ſtate, 
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ſtate, you deplore? She hath 
undergone what was decreed 
from the beginning of time, to 
beauty, and even empires them- 
ſelves. The life of man, with 
all its projects, rifes as a little 


tower, of which death is the bat- 


tlement. 


« Death, my ſon, is a bleſſing 
to every man. It is the calm 
night of a reſtleſs day, called 
life. Tis in the ſleep of death 
we reſt from every evil. Take 
a view of the happieſt men 
upon earth, at leaſt thoſe who 
appear fo, you will ſee how 
dearly they have purchaſed their 
pretended happineſs; public 
confideration, by domeſtic mis- 
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fortunes; fortune, by the loſs 
of health; pleaſure, by conti- 
nual ſacrifices; and often, at the 
end of a life ſacrificed to the in- 
tereſts of another, they only be- 
hold around them falſe friends, 
and ungrateful relations. 


« But, Mary was happy in the 
contrary of all theſe; and hath 


left a monument on earth, which 


will remain, when even thoſe of 


kings will be buried in eternal 


forgetfulneſs. The monument 
of a virtuous life, and of ſuffer. 


ing virtue, my ſon, will ſtand for 
ever! 


« She ſtill exiſts: for undoubt- 
edly there is a place where ſuffer. 
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ing virtue meets its reward. 


She is happy! Could ſhe com- 
municate to you, from the abode 
of the bleſſed, the joy ſhe ex- 
periences, ſhe would alſo ſay, 
And would you, O Paul, recall 
me, who am now ſo pure,.and as 
unalterable as a particle of light, 
to the dull gloom of life! With 
thee, in our happy iſland, I en- 
joyed the higheſt pleaſure on 
earth; but now, what tongue can 
deſcribethe bliſs of theſe heaven- 
ly ſhores! FI 
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WRETCHED END OP 
MADAM DE LA . TOUR'S AUNT; 
AND CONCLUSION. 


Y own emotion put an end 
to my diſcourſe; and Paul, 


earneſtly fixing his eyes upon me, 
cried out, She is no more! She 
« is no more!” And a long lan- 
guor ſucceeded theſe melancholy 

| words. 
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words. Then recovering from his 
reverie, he ſaid, « Since death is 
« a bleſſing, and Mary is happy, 
« ] wiſh allo to die, that I mays re- 
“ Join her.” 


Thus my motives of conſolation 
only ſerved to increaſe his deſpair. 
I was as a man ſtriving to ſave his 
friend from drowning, who was 
reſolved not to be ſaved. Grief 
had overwhelmed him. 


I brought him back to his dwell- 
ing. 1 found his mother apd Ma- 
dam de la Tour in a ſtate of deſ— 
pondency. Margaret ſaid to me, 
« O my friend! I thought I laſt 
« night ſaw Mary, clothed .in 
« white, in the midſt of delightful 

„ « gardens 
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« gardens and groves. She ſaid 
« to me, I enjoy unutterable hap- 
ce pineſs. Then ſhe approached 
« Paul with a ſmiling air, and 
« took him up. with her. As J 
« endeavoured to retain my ſon, 
« ] perceived myſelf alſo quit- 
« ting the earth, and J followed 
te him with inexpreſlible pleaſure. 
Then I was defirous to bid 
adieu to my friend, but I ſaw 
her following us with Domingo 
« and Mary.” But what I think 
ſtill more extraordinary is, Ma- 
dam ge la Tour, the ſame night, 


had a dream, accompanied with 
the like circumſtances. 


I anſwered her, «© My friend, 
« I bclieve nothing happens with- 
I ** UL 
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« out the permiſſion of heaven. 
« Dreams ſometimes . are rea- 
« lized.“ 


Madam de la Tour recited me 
a dream exactly correſpondent, 
which ſhe had the ſame night. I 
had never perceived any inclination 
to ſuperſtition in theſe two per- 
ſons; I was therefore very much 
ſtruck with the ſimilarity of their 
dreams, and had not a doubt but 
they would be fulfilled. | 


This opinion that truth is pre- 
ſented in a dream, is prevalent 
amongſt people of every nation. 
The greateſt men of antiquity have 
given credit to them: among 
others, Alexander, Ceſar, the Sci- 


13 pios, 
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pios, the two Catos, and Brutus, 
who were not ſubject to weakneſs. 
The Old and New Teſtaments fur- 
niſh us with plenty of examples of 
dreams being realized. . For my 
part, I believe that dreams often 
warn us, and give. us information 
of things which concern us. 5 


But, however that may be, 
thoſe of my friends were ſoon rea- 
lized. Paul died two months after 
the death of Mary, whoſe name he 
inceſſantly pronounced. Marga- 
ret perceived her end approach 
eight days after that of her ſon, 
with a joy which virtue alone is 
permitted to experience. 


2 She 
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She took the tendereſt farewell 
of Madam de la Tour, “In the 
ce hopes (ſaid he) of a happy and 
« eternal union. Death (ſaid ſhe) 
ce js the greateſt of bleſſings, much 
ec to be deſired. If life is a pu- 
« niſhment, we ought to wiſh for 
ce its end; if a probation, we ought 
« to pray that it may be ſhorten- 
cc ed.” . | 

The governor took care of 
Domingo and Mary, who were be- 
come incapable of labour, and who 
did not long ſurvive their much 
loved miſtreſs. As for poor Fi- 
delia, he died -with age, much 
about the ſame time as his maſ- 
ter. | 


I 4 a I took 
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I took Madam de la Tour home 
to my cottage, who ſupported her- 
ſelf under ſuch heavy loſſes, with 
an incredible greatneſs of ſoul. 


She had comforted Margaret and 


Paul to their laſt moments, as if 
ſhe had only had their misfortunes , 
to ſupport. When ſhe ſaw them 
no more, ſhe ſpoke of them as 
dear friends in the neighbourhood. 


However, ſhe only ſurvived 
them a month. And as to her 
aunt, far from reproaching her as 
the cauſe of her ſorrow, ſhe in- 


treated heaven to forgive her, and 


ſtill the horrors of her troubled 


breaſt; which, we were informed, 


had ſeized her immediately after 
: ſhe 
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ſhe had ſent Mary with ſo much 
inhumanity. 


This unnatural woman was con- 
tinually diſtreſſed in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to render life and death 
. equally inſupportable. Sometimes 
ſhe reproached herſelf with the 
premature death of Mary and her 
mother. Sometimes ſhe gloried 
in having ſent far from her, two 
wretches, who were a diſgrace to 
the family, by the lowneſs of their 
inclinations. Sometimes, carried 
away into atheiſm, ſhe would de- 
Clare, that the ideas of humanity, 
virtue, and religion, adopted by 
all nations, were only the political 
inventions of princes. Then fall- 
ing into the oppoſite extreme, ſhe 

- - became 
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became a prey to the terrors of 
| ſuperſtition. She gave abundant 
alms to ſome rich monks, intreat- 
ing them to appeaſe the divinity, 
by the ſacrifice of her fortune; as 
if thoſe things ſhe had refuſed to 
beſtow on the poor, could be 
well pleaſing to the father of 
men! _ | 


Thus, for ſeveral years, was ſhe 
a prey to infidclity and ſuperſtition; 
equally fearing to live, as ſhe was 
for to die. But what put a period 
to her miſerable exiſtence was, the 
ſame cauſe to which ſhe had ſacri- 
ficed the ſentiments of nature. 
She had the mortification to ſee 
her fortune paſs from her to rela- 
tions ſhe hated. She therefore 
ſtrove 
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ſtrove to diveſt them. of the better 
part; but they, profiting by the 
diſtreſſes of her mind, ſhut her up 
as a mad woman, and placed her 
fortune under the care of proper 


guardians. Thus riches, which 


had hardened her heart, finally 
proved her deſtruction. They 


rendered the hearts even of thoſe 


who defired them unnatural. 


She ſoon after died, and (what 
added to her affliction) with the 
uſe of her reaſon, to know that 
ſhe was deſpoiled of her fortune, 
and deſpiſed by thoſe very perſons 


by whoſe opinion her whole lite had 
been . 
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Paul was buried cloſe by Mary, 
near the ſame tuft of bamboos; and 


they placed round them their ten- 


der mothers, and faithful ſervants. 
No marble has been erected over 
their humble hillocks, nor inſcrip- 
tion engraved to their virtues; but 
their memory remains uneffaced 
in the hearts of thoſe they have 
obliged. Their ſhades have no 


need of pomp, which they avoided 


while living. 


The voice of the people, which 


is ſilent concerning the monuments 


raiſed to the honour of kings, has 
given to ſeveral parts of this ifland, 


names, which will eternize the loſs 


of Mary. 


Near 


* 
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Near the Iſle of Amber, amidſt 
the banks of ſand, is a place called 


the Paſs of St. Gerand, the name 


of the ſhip in which ſhe periſhed 
returning from Europe. The ex- 
tremity of that long point of land, 
which you perceive about three 
leagues hence, half covered with 
the waves of the ſea, which the 
St. Gerand could not double, is 
called the Unfortunate Cape; and 
here, at the end of this valley be- 
foreus, the Tomb Bay, where Mary 
was found buried in the ſand; as 
1f the ſea had reſtored her to her 
friends, and rendered the laſt du- 
ties to her modeſty, upon the very 
ſhores ſhe had honoured with her 
INNOCENCE, 


Young 


{ 
} 


126 . PAUL AND MARY, * 


_ Young people, ſo tenderly uni- 
ted! mothers ſo unhappy! dear 
family! Theſe woods, which af- 
forded you their ſhade, theſe 
ſprings, which flowed but for you, 
| theſe hillocks, on which you re- 
poſed, deplore yet your loſs. No 
one, ſince you, hath dared to cul- 
tivate this deſolate land, nor re- 
build your humble cots. Your 
goats are. become wild; your vine- 
yards are deſtroyed; .your birds . 
are flown away; and the ſparrow 
hawk is no longer heard in the 
iſland. For me, I behold you no 
more. I amas a friend left friend- 
leſs, as a father deprived of his 
children, as a traveller wandering 
In a country where there are none 
but myſelf. 


As 
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As he ſpoke the words, the ve- 
nerable old man retired, his tears 
coptouſly flowed, and mine had 
ſtreamed more than once during 
this melancholy recital. 
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